
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/743,781- 



12/24/2003 



01/11/2007 



65565 7590 

SUGHRUE-265550 

2100 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20037-3213 



Toshikazu Yoshimi 



Q79096 



9460 



EXAMINER 



LUKS, JEREMY AUSTIN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2837 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 01/11/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summarv 


Application No. 

10/743,781 


Applicant(s) 

YOSHIMI ET AL. 


Examiner 

Jeremy Luks 


Art Unit 

2837 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 3, 5-8 and 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamaguchi (4,367,377). Yamaguchi teaches an attaching plate (Figures 2 and 3, #24) 
for attaching a speaker (20) configured to output sound (Col. 4, Lines 25-32), the 
attaching plate (24) comprising: a hole (can be seen in the center of #24 in Figure 3) in 
which the speaker (200 is attached (Col. 3, Lines 7-16); and a cutout portion (24c and 
24g) formed along at least part of the periphery of the hole, the cutout portion (24c and 
24g) suppressing a propagation of vibration generated by the speaker (20); wherein the 
cutout portion (24c and 24g) is formed to surround at least partially the speaker (20); 
wherein the cutout portion (24c and 24g) is formed in a substantially arc shape; 
wherein the cutout portion (24c and 24g) comprises a plurality of holes (24c) arranged 
intermittently; wherein the cutout portion comprises: a first cutout (24c) portion 
comprising a plurality of holes arranged intermittently; and a second cutout portion (24g) 
arranged on a vibration propagation path of a vibration propagating between the holes 
(24c) of the first cutout portion; wherein the holes (24c) of the first cutout portion 
comprises a hole (24c) formed in a round shape. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

» 

2. Claims 2 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi (4,367,377) in view of Morimoto (JP 08289381). Yamaguchi is relied upon 
for the reasons and disclosures set forth above. Yamaguchi further teaches a speaker 
(Figure 2 and 3, #20) attached to an attaching plate (24). Yamaguchi fails to teach 
wherein the speaker is attached to the attaching plate with no gap there between; and 
wherein the attaching plate further comprises a panel provided on a door of a vehicle. 
Morimoto teaches wherein a speaker (Figure 1, #13) is attached to an attaching plate 
(10) with no gap there between; and wherein the attaching plate (10) further comprises 
a panel provided on a door of a vehicle (See translated abstract). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
apparatus of Yamaguchi, with the apparatus of Morimoto to integrate the speaker into a 
vehicle door and protect the speaker from liquids. 

3. Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi (4,367,377) in view of Dodd (6,1 16,373). Yamaguchi is relied upon for the 
reasons and disclosures set forth above. Yamaguchi further teaches an attaching plate 
(Figure 3, #24) comprising a cutout portion (24c and 24g). Yamaguchi fails to teach 
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wherein the cutout portion is filled with a filler, and wherein the cutout portion comprises 
a fold-back portion in which the edge of the attaching plate is folded back to a rear side 
thereof. Dodd teaches wherein a cutout portion (Figure 1 , #24) is filled with a filler (30), 
and wherein the cutout portion (24) comprises a fold-back portion (28) in which the edge 
of an attaching plate (10) is folded back to a rear side thereof. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
apparatus of Yamaguchi with the apparatus Dodd in order to further suppress vibrations 
from entering the door panel with the vibration dampening material. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The Examiner considers the prior art of 
Yamaguchi, Morimoto and Dodd to teach all of the limitations as claimed by Applicant. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pertinent arts of record relating to vibration propagation 
suppressing structures are disclosed in the PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Luks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:00, and 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on (571) 272-1988. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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